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Dear Fellow Supporter, 

 This is a letter of thanks to all of you who, over the years, have supported 

the Bucks County Chapter in its fundraising efforts.  Besides thanks, we would like 

to give you an update of what your support has done. 

 The Operations Board of the BCC decided several years ago 

that cancer research at the Fox Chase would best be served if our 

chapter’s resources went directly to laboratories that 

showed the promise of important discoveries, but were 

lacking the necessary initial funding.  With the advice and guidance of 

fellow board member and Deputy Chief Scientific Officer at Fox 

Chase, Dr. David Wiest, several labs have thus far been 

selected.  The labs of Dr. Alana O’Reilly, Dr. Igor Astsaturov, Dr. 

Tim Yen, Dr. Edna Cukierman, Dr. Zeng-jie Yang, Dr. 

Kerry Campbell, and Dr. Carolyn Fang are each working 

on an aspect related to pancreatic cancer and each has benefitted from 

the BCC’s support. 

 The seed money, which you have provided by attending our events, 

sponsorships and donations, has allowed “our pancreatic cancer team” to do the 

basic research needed to apply for additional funding through grants.  

To date the amount from grants is more than $4.25 million.  This will 

support the team’s research for the next five years.  In 

addition to a better understanding of new ways to treat 

pancreatic cancer, the similarly challenging tumors of ovarian and 

medulloblastoma are being examined in this research.  Most 

exciting, the team is working to begin clinical trials for pancreatic 

cancer within the next 18 months. 

 Team coordinator Dr. Alana O’Reilly has written a detailed, compelling, and 

understandable explanation of why pancreatic cancer has been so difficult to treat, 

and what each lab in the team is pursuing to overcome the problem.  Please go to 



bccfccc.org, click on “Fundraising Results” on the menu at the top 

of the page to read Dr. O’Reilly’s summation of what your donated 

dollars have enabled the researchers to discover.  If you would like 

a printed copy, call 215-795-2808 and one will be sent to you. 

 The special pledge at the BCC’s 2014 spring event, “April in Rio,” helped 

continue funding Dr. Mary Daly’s Precision Medicine projects.  These studies 

focus on families with kidney or prostate cancers, who lack known drivers for the 

diseases.  Funding has helped the researchers to identify several new cancer risk 

genes. 

 Dr. Erica Golemis needed funds to continue exploring polycystic kidney 

disease in mice models.  The BCC’s financial assistance helped the Golemis lab to 

determine that inhibiting the activity of two specific molecules 

delays development of cysts which can be precursors to cancer in 

both the kidney and liver.  This finding yielded two grants, one 

from the Polycystic Kidney Foundation and one from the 

Department of Defense. 

 The BCC has also supported Dr. Luis Sigal in his research of the immune 

system and why it weakens with age.  Our seed money was essential 

in Dr. Sigal obtaining preliminary data to apply for a grant from the 

National Institute of Aging.  The amount of the grant, over a five 

year period, is more than $2 million. 

 This is an exciting time in cancer research and we are grateful that you are 

helping to make it happen.  The Bucks County Chapter would not exist without 

you.  We look forward to being able to report future progress on these and other 

research projects.  We also look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events.  

Again, thank you for your continued support.  

 

       Yours truly, 

      The Operations Board of the Bucks County Chapter 

    Board of Associates 

                        Fox Chase Cancer Center 

 

http://bccfccc.org/category/fund-raising-results/


 


